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Uniformity – the quality or state of being uniform or the same.
Attorney – a person, typically a lawyer, appointed to act for another in business or legal matters.
Monopoly – exclusivity of possession or control over a trade or commodity.
Ordinance – authoritative order.
Court of Chancery – a court that had jurisdiction over trusts and the administration of estates as well as guardianship of infants.
Exchequer – The treasury, responsible for administration of taxation. 
Customs – Duties levied on goods imported into the country.
Socio-economic concerns raised within the petition
List all of the professions mentioned by the petition
Religious concerns mentioned within the petition
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the Blizabethan government to appear at this ime. 1he Foor Vian advises the King
on the government of his new kingdom; this advice takes the form of an enumerated
list of up to seventeen items (depending on the manuscript witness), most of which are
complaints against the late Elizabethan regime. With its terse and pithy sentences, the
petition features some details that parallel Martin’s oration but it ranges much more
widely. The fullest version of the text of the “Poor Man’s Petition” reads as follows:

7 Maii
1603

The poore mans Peticion to the Kinge.

1. Good Kinge let there be an uniformity in true Religion without distur-
bance of Papist or Puritan

2. Good K: let good Preachers be well provided for, and without any
bribery come to their livinges.

3. Good K: let poore souldiors be payd their wages while they be imployed
and well provided for when they are maihmed.

4. Good K:let there not be suche great deleys and craftie proceedinges in
Lawe and let Lawyers have moderate fees. A pox take the proude Covetous
Attorney and merciless Lawyer.

5. Good K: let poore Suitors be hearde quickly, and with speede dispatched

favourablie./

6. Good K:let no man haue more offices then one, espetiallie in the Court
or touchinge the Lawes.

7. Good K: cutt of theis paltry licenses and all Monopolies: fye upona
close bitinge Knaverie

8. Good K: suffer no great ordenaunce to be carried out of the Realme
to thy Enimies as it hath byn: A plague upon all covetous bitinge

‘Treasorors./
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9. Good K: let ordinarie Causes be determined in thy ordinarie Courts,
and let not the Chancerie be made a common shiftinge place to prolonge
causes for private gaines.

10. Good K:look to thy Takers ¢ officer of thy house and to their ex-
ceedinge fees, that pull and gelde from thy princely allowaunce./

11. Good K:let not vs be oppressed with so many Impositions, powlinges
and payments./

12. Remember thy Infants Court who in warde do ever remaine with
Ideots & Nediotes, so longe as they haue either wooll orlead: Their trees
are not windshaken and yet downe they are fallen: a Guifte for a Prince
more fitt, then for a Crookback who would have all./

13. Looke to thy Exchequor where Subjects be all cheaked by Osborne
and Fanshaw, thy Tellers and Auditors. Also whose Dames are not con-
tented with Mistres but Ladilike do goe, wee dare not speake their treasor
is so great, but weale ¢lament,and under the burthen of Milles & Roper
Offices do daylie groane./

14. Looke vnto thy houses Parkes ¢ forrests howe downe and bare they
bee. And then what Courtier keepes them maye you easily see./

15. forgett not thy Marchants howe with Custommes they be opprest.

I meane not the usurer what callinge so ever he be, Let him within thy
Realme have little rest./

16. Good K: make notlo: of good Lincoln Duke of Shoreditche for he is
adc

17. Good K: make not Sir W: R: Erle of Pancridge for he isa ¢.

Good Kinge love us ¢we will love thee, and will spend our harts bloods
for thee.s




