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22r

S[i]r Walter Rawleigh to his Ma[jes]tie before his tryall./

It is one part of the office of a iust & worthy prince to heare the complaints of his uassals,
especially of such as are in greate misery I knowing it among many other pr[e]sumpsions
gathered against me your Ma[jes]tie hath beene perswaded that I was one of them who were
greate and therefore the more likely to proue disloyall but the great god so releiue me in
both worlds as I was the contrary & I tooke as great comforte to behould your Ma[jes]tie &
alwayes learning some good & bettring my knowledge by hearing your Ma[jes]ties discourse.
I doe therefore humbly beseech your souerayne Ma[jes]ties not to beleeue any of those
in perticular who under pretence of offences to the king doe easily worke there perticular
revenges. I trust noe man vnder the color of making examples shall perswade your Ma[jes]tie
to leaue the word mercifull out of your stile for it will noe lesse profitt your Ma[jes]tie and
become your greatnes then the word inuincible it is true that the lawes of England are noe
lesse iealous of the kinge then Cæsar was of Pompeia his wife for notw[i]thstanding that she
was cleared of hauing accompanied w[i]th Clodias yet for being suspected he condemned her.
for my selfe I protest before the euer liuing god, and I speake it to my M[aste]r & soueraigne
that I neuer inuented treason concented to treason nor performed treason against him, and yet
I know I shall fall in manibus eorum a quibus

non possu[m] euadere

22v

non possum euadere unlesse by your Ma[jes]ties great compassion I be susteyned o[u]r
lawe therefore (most mercifull Prince) knowing her owne crueltie and knowing that she
is wonte to compound treasons out of presumptions and circumstances, doth giue this
charitable aduice to the king her superior: non solum sapiens esse rex sed et misericors,
vt cum sapientia misericordetur quam iudicij: I doe therefore one the knees of my heart
beseech your Ma[jes]tie to take counsell from your owne sweet & comfortable disposition
and remember I haue serued your Ma[jes]tie 20 yeares for w[hi]ch your Ma[jes]tie hath giuen
mee noe rewarde and it is more fitt I should be in debted vnto my soueraigne lord then the
king vnto his poore vassall saue me therefore (most mercifull prince) that I may owe your
Ma[jes]tie my life it selfe then w[hi]ch there cannot be a greater debte lend it me at least
(soueraigne lord) that I may pay it for your seruice when your Ma[jes]tie shall please if the
law destroy mee you Ma[jes]tie shall put me out of your power and I shall haue none to feare
but the king of kings./
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